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SINGAPORE, January 26, 2045 — Almast 200 mlion people maved t urhan areas in Fast Asia MEDIA CONTACTS
from 2000-2010 - a igure that would be the warlds sixthargest papulation for any single cownlry, Singapore: MOST POPULAR
according to new data released today by the Workd Bark. Din e * Development Parters
Tel +62-81-896-1218 Suppot e Creionc
For the first ime, the data compares urban ares and thei populations in a consistent manner ddjalai@worldbank. org Global Financing Faclity
across East Asia, providing governments and local leaders with a better understanding of the shape to Advance Women's and
and scale of the growth 5o they can get urbanization right - creating opportunities for &l In Washington, D.C.: Children’s Health
Chizako Fukuda s
. " [ i
“Rapid urbanization is 2 significant challenge for Esst Asis, but we cannot manage what we Tel: +1 (202) 473-424 ; % ggmi;nes gw;k
cannot measure, "said Axel van Trotsenburg, the World Bank East Asia and Pacific ;fukuda@'.'.'orhtankgmup.or [;utin Suppt ufap:ﬁce
Regional Vice President. “We're releasing this dsiz so urban leaders can gef & beffer picture o Carhan
and take action to ensure that urban growth benefits the increasing number of peaple moving to
cities, especially the poor.” » World Bank Group to
Nearly Double Funding in
RESOURCES ind
Analyzed in a new repart titled "East Asia s Changing Uirban Landscape: Measuring a Decade of ‘EE]th Crissto $400
i

Spatial Grawth, " the data indicates that overall, urban areas in East Asia expanded at an average Report: East Asi's
of 2.4 percent per year during the decade studied, with Urban land reaching 134,800 square Changing Urban Landscape » Tnternational Food Pries
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Urban populations grew even faster at an annual average rate of 3.0 percent, increasing to 778
milion in 2010 - the frgest of any region in the world, Other sources indicate that i took mare
than 50 years for the same number to become urbanized in Europe.

The report finds 2 diect Ik between urbanization and income growth, showing how economic
output per capita increased throughout the region as the percentage of people fving in urban
areas went up.

The report says that there are 889 urban areas with more than 100,000 people in the East Asa
region. They include eight megacies of mare than 10 millon people: the Pear River Del,
Shanghai and Befing in China; Tokyo and Osaka in Japan; and Jakarta, Seoul and Mania, Ching's
Pearl River Delta has overtaken Tokyo to become the Brgest urban area in the world in both size
and popultion.

At the same time, there was signficant growth in smaller urban areas. In fact, the 572 smallst
Urban areas - with populations of 100,000 £ 500,000 - a5 wel s the 106 medium-sized urban
areas with populations of 1 milion to 5 milion, have more total &nd area than the eight
Mmegaciies.

A nofable feature of this expansion & that urban areas are also getting denser on average, which
i wel managed, can be good for the envionment and can lead to more efficient provision of
services to peaple. However, this growth poses a signficant chalenge due to metropoltan
fragrentation, with almost 330 urban areas spiing over local administrative boundaries. In some
cases, mukiple cites are merging info a sngle entity whie they continue to be administerad
separatel,

As urbanization transforms the face of East As, govemments and local leaders trying o
understand and respond have been hampered by a fack of intemationall comparable data
because countries use difering definitions of urban areas and populations,

The new data set was created to address this challenge by using satelite imagery and
techniques for modelng population ditribution, mapping all human settlements to achieve 3
cornmon understanding of urbanization trends. This approach can systematicall establsh where
urbanization & occurring, how fast & is happening, and how popufation growth relates to
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“Once cities are built their urban form and land-use pattemns are locked in for generations, " said
WMarisela Montoliu Munaz, Director of the World Bank Group Social, Urban, Rural and Resilience
Global Practice. “mproving the quality of diata to understand trends in Lrban expansion is
important 5o that palicy makers can make better-nformed decisions to support sustainable
communities in a rapidly changing environment with access to services, jobs and housing.”

Despite such significant and rapid growth, the data reveals that less than one percent of the
total area in East Asia s urbanized, and anly 36 percent of the total population & urban -
suggesting that the region’s urban expansion has only just begun. While urbanization in the
region is frgely driven by market farces, policy makers at the national and municipal levels have
an important role to play in ensuring that it & sustanable and inclusive:

1. Prepare for future spatial expansion by facilitating access to land 50 xpansion can oceur
efficiently, using mechanisms such as quided land development, land pooling and
readjustment, [and sharing and transfer of development rights.

2 Ensure economically efficient urbanization by addressing the entire system of cities through
national urbanization strateqies, supporting public investments in a range of 1arge, small and
medium-sized cifies to foster diverse economic activity

3. Make urbanization inclusive by planning spatial growth to help reduce inequality in access o
econamic opporunities and address the wiinerabilities of recent migrants.

4 Foster sustainable urbanization by ensuring high-density urban areas are well located
planned and coordinated to produce a walkable, livable environment.

5. Overcome metropolitan fragmentation by coordinating urban senvices across municipal
Doundaries, using regional government authorities and other mechanisme.

“Getting urban form, density and administrative coordination right will be essential to help end
extreme poverty and boost shared prosperity” said Abhas Jha, the Practice Manager for the
World Bank Group Social, Urban, Rural and Resilience Global Practice.



EAST ASIA URBAN EXPANSION IN NUMBERS (2000-2010)

200 million: East Asia’s newly ur urban popultion, equivalent to the world's 6th lrgest country

42 million: Total population of Pearl River Delta, world's rgest urban area - more than
Argenting, Australia, Canada and Makaysia

24% : Average urban and growth per year

1% : Total area of urban Bnd in 2010

36% : Total urban population in 2010, up from 29% in 2000

869: Total urban areas with more than 100,000 peaple

This study was made possible through the generous support of Australian A,

To read the full report, vist: hitp:Jwwwoworl dbank.org/eap/measuringqurban xpansion

To view rmaps and download data, vist: pumawaorldbank.org

Urban Expansion Data Analysis Competition

To further improve our understanding of urban expansion, the World Bank is caling for
submissions of (1) data visualization and (2) proposals for a policy research paper, using the new
data set introduced in the report "East Asi's Changing Urban Landscape: Measuring 2 Decade of
Spatial Growth." For more information, visit: hitp:Jwwwwarldbank.org
[eapimeasuringurbanexpansion




