
Joint Press Release – Phnom Penh, 01 November 2015 
 

CSOs call for an End to Impunity in Cambodia on the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes 
Against Journalists 

 
To mark the United Nations’ second International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists, 
we, the undersigned civil society organizations (“CSOs”), call upon the Royal Government of 
Cambodia to bring an end to Cambodia’s rampant culture of impunity, and to ensure that the 
perpetrators of human rights violations are brought to justice. 
 
This joint call comes one week after violent attacks against opposition lawmakers Nhay Chamroeun 
and Kong Saphea last Monday during a protest outside the National Assembly, calling for Vice 
President of the Cambodian National Rescue Party (“CNRP”) Kem Sokha to be removed from his 
position as First Vice President of the National Assembly. The two politicians were severely injured 
by protesters – largely comprising Cambodian People’s Party supporters and including plainclothes 
security personnel - during a protest that was predicted by Prime Minister Hun Sen the previous day. 
Despite the violent nature of the protest, no action was taken by the authorities to maintain order or 
to protect the victims, and so far, the perpetrators have yet to be identified by the authorities.  
 
While Prime Minister Hun Sen has publicly called for the arrest of those responsible for the violence 
against the two CNRP lawmakers, it remains to be seen whether the authorities will ensure a prompt 
and independent investigation resulting in the arrest of the perpetrators, especially given 
Cambodia’s track record of ensuring justice to victims over the last three decades.  
 
Cambodian journalists have been among the most common victims of impunity throughout this 
period. As a journalist in Cambodia, highlighting wrongdoing on the part of the government and 
private sector has frequently been a matter of life and death; 13 journalists have been killed since 
1994, with the most recent case occurring in October 2014. Of these 13 cases, there have been 
successful convictions in only two; the perpetrators of at least 11 killings were never being brought 
to justice. Similarly, Cambodian journalists are often the subject of brutal assaults, threats and 
intimidation at the hands of police and security forces, with the perpetrators consistently escaping 
justice. In May 2014, Lay Samean and Tat Oudom, two reporters from Voice of Democracy (“VOD”) 
were attacked by Daun Penh district security guards in Phnom Penh. They were reporting on a 
peaceful rally being held by the CNRP, which was part of their election campaign. In August 2015 two 
more VOD journalists, Khut Sokun and Heng Vichet, were threatened and assaulted, again by Phnom 
Penh security guards, while covering a protest by Boeung Kak land rights activists. No investigation 
has taken place into the actions of the security personnel in either case. 
 
The pervasive culture of impunity in Cambodia is highlighted by the recent response of the 
Cambodian authorities to calls made by civil society for an investigation into the killing of Mao Sok 
Chan, a 29-year old man shot dead after being caught in the middle of protests following the 2013 
election while travelling to his workplace. His killer remains at large and was never brought to 
justice. Following the call for an investigation into his death last month, the Ministry of Interior’s 
spokesperson Khieu Sopheak announced that the case should be “buried”, exemplifying the nature 
of the government’s attitude towards rampant impunity. 
 
As well as journalists, prominent victims of impunity such as Chut Wutty, Chea Vichea, Khem 
Sophath, and Mao Sok Chan serve as examples among the thousands of other cases of impunity in 
Cambodia, whereby journalists, activists, environmentalists, trade unionists, human rights defenders 
and ordinary citizens throughout the country have had their human rights seriously violated, while 
those responsible remain unpunished.  



 
Now, it is more relevant than ever to remind the government that the victims of impunity who have 
been killed or otherwise harmed and denied justice by the Cambodian authorities must never be 
forgotten. 
 
We, the undersigned CSOs, condemn the rampant impunity that is so pervasive in Cambodia and call 
upon the Cambodian government to ensure justice for victims and their families as guaranteed 
under domestic and international law.  
 
This joint statement is endorsed by: 
 

No Name of CSOs Name Contact 

1 The Alliance for Conflict Transformation (ACT)  Srey Sotheavy 017 990 371 

2 The Building and Wood Workers Trade Union Federation 
of Cambodia 

Van Thol 012 752 617 

3 Cambodian Alliance Trade Union (CATU) Yang Sophorn 012 880 089 

4 Cambodian Center for Human Rights (CCHR) Chak Sopheap 011 94 32 13 

5 Cambodian Human Rights Action Committee (CHRAC) Suon Bunsak 092 344 357 

6 Cambodian Human Rights and Development Association 
(ADHOC) 

Ny Chakrya, 011 274 959 

7 Cambodian Labour Confederation (CLC) Ath Thorn 012 998 906 

8 The Cambodian League for the Protection and Defense of 
Human Rights (LICADHO) 

Naly Pilorge 012 803 650 

9 Coalition for Integrity & Social Accountability (CISA) Him Yun 012 947 022 

10 Coalition of  Cambodian farmer Community (CCFC) Theng Savoeun 015 225 088 

11 Community Legal Education Center (CLEC) Huon Chhundy 093 345 602 

12 Equitable Cambodia (EC) Eang Vuthy 012 791 700 

13 Independent Democratic Association of Informal 
Economic (IDEA) 

Vorn Pao 012 534 796 

14 Indradevi Association (IDA) Dy Ratha 012 897 161 

15 Neutral & Impartial Committee for Free & Fair Elections 
in Cambodia (NICFEC) 

Sam Kuntheamy 012 822 273 

16 People Center for Development and Peace 
(PDP-Center) 

Yong Kim Eng  012 828 211 

17 Ponlok Khmer Ang Cheatlom 012 517943 

18 Samakum Teang Tnaut (STT) Ee Sarom 012 836 533 

19 Strey Khmer  Organization (SK) Arun Reaksmey 012 236 653 

20 Youth Resource Development Program (YRDP) Cheang Sokha 011 928 416 

21 Mother Nature (MN) Alex Gonzalez 
Davidson 

N/A 

22 Cambodian Youth Network (CYN) Tim Malay 017 990 689 

 


