
  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 UK IS DONATING 415,000 ASTRAZENECA COVID-19 VACCINES TO CAMBODIA 

THROUGH A BILATERAL AGREEMENT  

 

  

• Nine million vaccines to be donated bilaterally and offered to COVAX to help tackle 

Covid-19 abroad 

• The vaccines are expected to start leaving the UK this week, with Cambodia among 

countries set to receive doses 

• The UK has pledged to donate 100 million vaccines overseas by June 2022, 80 

million of which will go to COVAX  

The UK will this week begin delivering nine million Covid-19 vaccines around the world, 

including to Cambodia, to help tackle the pandemic, Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab 

announced today (Wednesday 28 July). 

 

Five million doses are being offered to COVAX, the scheme to ensure equitable, global 

access to Covid-19 vaccines. COVAX will urgently distribute them to lower-income countries 

via an equitable allocation system, which prioritises delivering vaccines to people who most 

need them. Another four million doses will be shared directly with countries in need.  

  

Cambodia will receive 415,000 doses along with other countries. 

  

The UK is donating the University of Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, made by Oxford 

Biomedica in Oxford and packaged in Wrexham, North Wales. 

  

This is the first tranche of the 100 million vaccines the Prime Minister pledged the UK would 

share within the next year at last month’s G7 in Cornwall, with 30 million due to be sent by 

the end of the year. At least 80 million of the 100 million doses will go to COVAX, with the 

rest going to countries directly. The donations follow the pledge that G7 leaders made to 

vaccinate the world and end the pandemic in 2022. 

  

This week’s deployment will help meet the urgent need for vaccines from countries around 

the world, including in Africa, South East Asia and the Caribbean. These regions are 

experiencing high levels of Covid-19 cases, hospitalisations and deaths. 

 

 

 

 

 



Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said: 

 

“The UK is sending 415,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine to Cambodia as part 

of the first batch of the 100 million doses we’ve pledged, to get the poorest parts 

of the world vaccinated as a matter of urgency. We’re doing this to help the most 

vulnerable, but also because we know we won’t be safe until everyone is safe.” 

 

The UK has been at the forefront of the global response to Covid-19, including through 

investing £90 million to support the development of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine. Over 

half a billion doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine have been delivered at a non-profit 

price globally, with two-thirds going to lower and middle-income countries. 

  

The UK also kickstarted efforts to establish COVAX in 2020, providing a total of £548 million 

to fund vaccines for lower income countries. The scheme has delivered more than 152 

million vaccine doses to over 137 countries and territories, including in 83 lower-middle 

income countries. 65% of the initial vaccine doses have been Oxford-AstraZeneca. COVAX 

aims to deliver 1.8 billion vaccines to lower-income countries around the world by early 

2022. 

 

British Ambassador to Cambodia Tina Redshaw said:  

“These 415,000 AstraZeneca vaccines will support local communities in 

Cambodia to restart businesses, protect health services and restore livelihoods. 

I’m delighted the UK is fulfilling its commitment to donate vaccines across the 

world both bilaterally, as in this case, and through COVAX including here in 

Cambodia”   

 

Notes to editors:  

  

• The following footage is available at this WeTransfer link: https://we.tl/t-aoTEEbCgml: 

Wockhart facility in Wrexham: Vaccine vial production for Astra Zeneca. Astra 

Zeneca vaccines stored in refrigerated warehouse operated by Movianto in UK. 

• The 9 million Oxford-AstraZeneca doses being donated are not needed for the 

domestic rollout. The doses will be UK-branded. 

• Five million vaccines are being offered to COVAX, the global scheme to get Covid-19 

vaccines to developing countries, to be delivered to the most vulnerable countries. 

Further details will be announced in due course. 

• The UK has also signed agreements with Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, Cambodia, 

Guyana, Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Saint Vincent and 

the Grenadines, Thailand and Vietnam to receive up to four million doses. 

• Details of future donations will be announced in due course. Around 80% of the total 

100 million doses will go to COVAX, and the remainder will be shared bilaterally with 

countries in need.  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwe.tl%2Ft-aoTEEbCgml&data=04%7C01%7Ce-tilley%40dfid.gov.uk%7C23b27b7e5d5346bfd71808d951b3e1c2%7Ccdf709af1a184c74bd936d14a64d73b3%7C0%7C0%7C637630655286497599%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Of4CJ5sfpTA6VS8hsDJ4iD3jhhrG67%2BIjEE%2BZo%2F%2FAFA%3D&reserved=0


• The UK provided £90 million to support the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine: £25m on 

the initial research & development, and £65m to scale up manufacturing.  

• The UK made it clear as part of that funding that the vaccine should be affordable 

around the world and consequently AstraZeneca agreed to distribute it at a non-profit 

price during the pandemic. 

• The cost of this donation has been funded through UK Overseas Development 

Assistance and will come over and above the ODA spending target of 0.5% of GNI if 

needed.  


