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Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Cambodia, attended the ASEAN-European Union Commemorative
Summit on 14 December 2022 In Brussels, Belgium to mark 45 years of dialogue
relations between the two regions. Samdech Techo Prime Minister. in his capacity as
the ASEAN Chair, co-chaired the Commemorative Summit with His Excellency Mr.
Charles MICHEL, President of the Eurapean Council.

This milestone event was of deep historical meaning and strategic significance
for both ASEAN and the EU, and it was attended by the President of the European
Commission, the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic as President of the Council of
the European Union, as well as Leaders of the EU Member States and ASEAN
Member States. The Leaders took the opportunity to review the existing ASEAN-EL
Cocpearation and charted the course for future relations, and exchanged views on
regional and international issues. Moreover, they reafirmed their commitments to
advancing the ASEAN-EL Strategic Partnership that is based on mutual respect,
equality and win-win cooperation.

Cognisant of the importance of trade as the powerful engire for growth, the
leaders expressed strong commitment to work toward the future ASEAN-EL Frese
Trade Agreement as a common long-term objective. They were also highly confident
that the recently signed ASEAN-EL Comprehensive Alr Transport Agreemert, which
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micro, small and medium enterprises, energy, transport, agriculture, public-private
parinership, and the list goes on.

Furthermore, Samdech Techo Prime Minister underscored the importance of
promating greater synergy between the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025
and the EU Sirategy on Connecting Europe and Asia, He also expressed his
confidence that the EU's 10 billion Euro to implement the EU Global Gateway will
contribute to the ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint 2025, in parficular in the
area of infrastructure in the reglon that requires 2 trillion US daollar of investment from

now until 2030, and digital economy that is estimated to add around 1 trillion US
dollar to the region’'s GOP from 2020 to 2030,

Samdech Techo Prime Minister also urged ASEAN and the EU to spare no
effort to promote inclusive, sustainable and resilient development. He emphasized
that human capital is the backbone of our society, and thanked the EU for the
continued support in building capacity for ASEAN member states, and providing
education and 21% Century skills to our youth in order for themn to thrive in the rapidly
changing world of work.: In addition, he underined the need to promote gender
equality in all dimensions, and especially, to put women at the centre of policy. He
also shared that as the ASEAN Chair, Cambodia made Women, Peace and Security
as one of its highest priorities.

0n the major cutcomes of the COPZY In Egypt, Samdech Teche Prime Minister
welcomed the Agreement to fund for the loss and damages of poor countries due o

climate change impacts. Cambodia being a low carbon emitting country, has tripled
its budget for its climate actions, which accounted for 2,29 of the GDF in 2020. He
also recalled Cambaodia‘s proposal to develop "ASEAN Green Deal,” which is an
averarching framewaork that aims to help member states make gradual transition
towards a green future, and he saw great patentials In the EU's role in supporting
ASEAN to realise this goal

samdech Techo Prime Minister also took the opportunity to thank the EU for
their support for ASEAN, and Cambodia in particular, by providing medical supplies,
vaccines and finance lo tackle the COVID-19 pandemic. The joint efforts
ASEAN and the EU to address this public health crisis was an example of




vaccines end as the second largest donor to COVAX with over 5 hillion Eura In grants
and loans.

On regional and international issues, Samdech Techo Prime Minister noted
that the world has faced the biggest test since the end of the Sacond World War.
eapolifical competition between major powers has shaken the international order to
the core, and threatened our hard earmed peace, stability and prosperity. Armed
conflicts that were often thought of as a refic of the past have returned in many parls
of the world as a grave concern, and ASEAN and the EU ars no exception. What is
womying Is thal these developments have been happening at a time when
multiiateralism & under great strain, and nationalism and protectionism are on a
rapid rise.

Agalnst this backdrop, Samdech Techo Prime Minister highlighted that a rule-
based intermational order has fo be saleguarded, and multilateral systems have o
be inclusive, transparent, fair and open. He also urged major powers to expion
practical areas of cooperation that enable them o build trust and confidence in one
another, and promote mutual and global interests. While acknowledging that
competition is inevitable, he was of the strong view that major powers should put in
place some guardraits that help them prevent their competition from becoming a
ZEerp-sum game.

On the war in Ukraine, Samdech Techo Prime Minister underscored that
Cambodia, as a rule-based and responsible country, strictly upholds the United
Mational Charter, and the uniersally recognized laws, norms and principles, and
strongly cbject annexation, and the use or threat of force against another soversign
state, Cambodia's co-sporing of the United Nations resciutions on this matter is a
true testimony to its commitments to intermational obligations.

Most importantly, samdech Techo Prime Minister suggested that It history s
any guide, war cannot end war, and a dialogue that allows relevant parties to raize
thelr cancerns and explore peacelul settlements should commence without delay.
He also urged all concerned parties t© refrain from actions that may escalate and
ncrease violence In Ukraine, and create a conducive environment for humanit

pravide training to 15 Ukraiman deminers including senior leaders
Emergency Service of Ukralne in January 2023 in Phnom Penh, and




team of experts to conduct another training for Ukrainlan deminers in April 2023 in
Foland with the support fram Japan.

Samdech Techo Prime Minister also briefed the meeting about Cambodia‘s
efforts and the works of Its Special Envoy to help Myanmar retumn to normaley, Ha
informed the meeting that al the 41 ASEAN Summit, the leaders adopted the
ASEANS Leacers” Review and Decision on the Implementation of the Five-Point
Consensus | 5PC), which seeks to facilitate the expeditious implementation of the
5PC. In response, the EU commended Cambodia for the efforts, and expressed
commitments to support ASEAN's Centrality and its leading role in addressing the
crisis siuation in Myanmar.

Samdech Techo Prime Minister expressed thanks to the President of the
European Council and the leadership of the European Union for their unwavering

support for Cambodias ASEAN Chairmanship this vear. Moreover, he also shared his
optimism and confidence that ASEAN-EU partnership will continue to grow in
strength, and look forwards to another 43 years 0f greater successes. The ASEAN-
EU Commemorative Summit also adopted the Joint Leaders” Staterment, and noted
the Plan of Action to Implement the ASEAN-EU Strategic Partnership (2023-2027).
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