KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
NATION RELIGION KING

i I i

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

No. PR 78/2026 MFA.IC PRESS RELEASE

Diplomatic Briefing on the Situation of Cambodian Cultural Sites
along the Cambadia-Thailand Border

On the afternoon of 22 May 2026, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation hosted a diplomatic briefing on the situation of Cambodian cultural sites
along the Cambodia—Thailand border. The briefing was attended by 44 heads and
representatives of diplomatic missions and international organizations accredited to
Cambodia and was delivered by Her Excellency Dr. Phoeurng Sackona, Minister of
Culture and Fine Arts.

Her Excellency Dr. Phoeurng Sackona expressed her appreciation to the heads and
representatives of diplomatic missions and international organizations for their presence
and continued support for the peaceful settlement of Cambodia-Thailand border
disputes. She reaffirmed the legal basis for Cambodia’s sovereignty over cultural sites
occupied by Thai armed forces since December 2025, including Tamone Temple
Complexes, Ta Krabey Temple, and Khnar Temple.

Her Excellency Dr. Phoeurng Sackona highlighted the extensive destruction
inflicted on the Temple of Preah Vihear, a UNESCO-listed World Heritage Site, as well as
on other cultural monuments of outstanding universal value. She emphasized that
Thailand’s activities at the Tamone Temple Complexes, Ta Krabey, and Khnar temple
sites since the ceasefire of 27 December 2025 amount to unlawful assertions of Thai
sovereignty. These activities include the conduct of religious ceremonies, visits to the
sites by Thai cabinet members, unauthorized restoration work, the inclusion of the
temples in Thailand's national heritage inventory and installation of many permanent
structures such as large Buddha statues.

Her Excellency Dr. Phoeurng Sackona affirmed that Cambodia has lodged several
diplomatic protests and will continue to firmly oppose such unlawful activities, which seek
to create a fait accompli on the ground and advance unfounded factual and legal claims
over Cambodian cultural heritage. She concluded the briefing by reaffirming Cambodia’s
consistent commitment to resolving the border dispute with Thailand through peaceful

emphasized that peace between Cambodia ' IS e€ssgntial to the harmony,
unity, and progress of ASEAN and the regio le!: .
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